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1, At the end of January 1951, Sckol organizations undertook a project to recruit
youths for parachute treining. This was accomplished with the aid cf pesters,
- advertisements in movie houses, lectures, eic. Yne training was pictur<d as a
sport, as pre-military preparation and 22 a grea' suscess in the Soviet Union.
11). men and women over 16 years of age oould qualify for tais training provided
the following conditions were fulfilled:

(8) T.- applicant kad to be in grod healtk (thorough examipation by 2 physicien).

{b} He or she had tc be & member of il Sokol and the Uaion of Czechnslovak Ycuil.

RO )

(¢) Tke appiizant had to present-a faverable recommendation from his cadre offi-
cer concerning his nolitical relianiliiy.

24 If the applicant fuifilied these requir:ments, he was accepled as a member of ihe
Para~Division in the Sokol organization. Such Fara-Divisions were established in
all district capitals. Within a month, the enlisted members wsre summoned tc take
a thorough medicsl examination whicsk was given by the Netlonal Tastitute of Kealth.
Emphasis was piaced on heart ccnditicn, lungs, eyes and general physical appear-
ance., Only persons found to be politically reliable were admitted to these medi-
sal examinations, Approxizetely 10% of all applicants were rejected because of
unsatisfaciory health.

3e in Olomoue the prosedure wasg es followa: one week after the medical examimaticn,
members were cilied to the Sokol-touse in Olomwuo, given a treining schedule, in- ~ N
troduced to the instruotors and issued training uniforms, Winter training in the ) .
Sokol gymmasium was rirst on the zobedule. The nexrt phese consisted of outdoor
training preliminary to the first treining jump. '

- be Inatructors, experienced airborne trcops, were asaigned to dutlee im the district a
towns where sueh Para-divisicns wese establisned. Green Jinen unifurms, boots, .
trousers, belt and a red hevel were the imitial issce of clothirg, After iie
first jump, mewbers received a battle uniform and a rec bereb (both on the style
of the British unifarm), Un the iefi sieeve was e savlsa of a winged parvaschuta,

. beneath which were chevrons or stars, depesding on the member's rauk, FPolitisal -
inatrustoss bad a gold shevron om a blue field, The regional imstruciors bad .
tnvee, five-pcint stars on a red field. District instructors nad two such stars

and lceal instructors only ore star, _
5e Indocr training dealt primerily with pclitics, the Red Army, parechutists in the
nle

Saviet “”’éﬁﬂ m%a&ﬁe c? alrborme + s for defensive purpeses. .
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On 1 Apr 51 outdoor training began with rumning exercises, leaping over hurdles, crawling
under barbed wire obstacles, Jjumping cver irenches, springing with the aid of a pcle or
rope and scaling a five méter wall, Fuoon=id marches were held on Sunday., A great deal
of time was spent working with th: cumpess on these marches.

With basic training completed on 23 Jua “1, the final week of training und examinations
began in Prerov, All members were quartered in the agricultural school ncar a training
area equipped with special structures for parasmite jJumping, During that cne week,
jumpinz from a statiomary plane, dress and use of parachmies, orders for jumping, eic
were taught, Decause the area had no permanent parachute-drop training tower, preliwin-
ary jumping was performed in the following manmer: A wooden tower, 6 to 7 meters high,
was equipped with fixed steel lines arnd paraclute harnesses. The participants Jumped
from that height and remained suspended in the harnesses, This exercise was carried out
because the sudden pressure is sapproximately the same as when jumping with a parachute.
An o0ld plane fuselage was utilized to teach entering the plane, preparation before take-
off, attitude during flight and finally jumping from the plane, This exercise was per-—
formed with parachuites. As a final test, the members were required to jump from a fiy-

ing plane.

Members of the board of examiners were instructers from the Broo region. The examina-
tion consisted of questions concerning various procedures and actions pricr to Jumping
and political treory. Ten outsianding students rect;:ived awards, usually bocks zmgjxo

The Story of & Trme Man - Exibeh Skukeoneho Cloveks,.

The first live jump was made at the civilian Clumouc-Holice airport. Ninety-four mem-
bers, ten of whom were wemen, from the Prerov, Olomouc and Proste jov Para-Divisions
pariicipated in this exerclse, Officers from ihe Olomouc garrison, polltical fumstien-—
aries and government representatives were in attendance, The plane used for this exer=~
cise was a Czechoslovak Airlines (CSA) DC3. It was specially equipped for airbcrne
operations and bad the sign "OK-WAK" painted on its élde, The jumps were made direadly
over the airport at ax altitude of approximetely 300 meters, The first Jump was made
individually, later three to five students jumped simltaneously, All parachtes
(German ma.des were supplied by the militery administration. Each participant rad fwoe
varachutes; one on the back and the other atiached to the stomach, During tle juups
several serious irjuries occurred, including broken legs and many brain coasussiens,
Aceording tc the experts pregent, the exercise was a complete success and all rragas of
instruction were accomplished, The first live jump terminated ell training for the %ime

being,

Iz March 1952, the participanis were again invited to the Sokol gymnasium in Dlomcur eni
informed that training would ccntime, Ins*ructions in usz of tha rifle, machine gun,
hend grenades, radic operatiorn and procedure, range firing, terrain aprreciation, fe:h~
niques of command and organization of battle were the main sourseu.

Because of the favorable resulte produced by paractute training all over the couniry, a
new organization, "Doslet" (Dobrovoiny Svaz Letescivi - Voluntary Unica of Fliurg), was
establlished at the end of 1951, This organization has 1ts heedquurters in Prague and
will have a branch office in every district, Every branch office has itz diwvisions, eg
the branck offise in Olomoue has the "polise diviaion™ (for members of the National
Seourity Corps), division "Sckol", Divisipn of military academy graduates, and divisicn
of teashers. The jdee is strongly suppcrted by the public authorities and firds many
aldhersnts among the Czech yuuth,
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